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1. INTRODUCTION 

During the 1930’s Frank Herbert Chown (1878-1942) pioneered the development of residential housing in East Horsley.  

 

In the early 1920’s Chown worked as a local builder and surveyor based in Ashtead. Then in 1927 at an auction forced upon 

owner Tommy Sopworth, Chown succeeded in bidding for 500 acres of land around Horsley Towers in East Horsley, which 

he proceeded to develop, creating new houses in a distinctive ‘arts & crafts’ style. Chown’s design themes included the 

frequent use of thatched roofs, although this was not the local village venacular at the time. His houses often included ‘eye-

brow’ windows at the first floor level, decorative facing brickwork in chevrons or other patterns, inglenook brick fireplaces 

and the widespread use of oak internally. Each house was slightly different, thereby creating interest and originality as Chown 

sought to respond to the varying rural context. His housing plots were generous in size and he also imposed conditions of 

sale to ensure his design concepts where strictly maintained by those builders who acquired plots of land from him.  

 

Whilst precise numbers are unavailable, we estimate significantly more than 100 houses were built in East Horsley by Frank 

Chown over the period 1930 – 1939, either himself or by other builders adopting his designs on land that he sold them. The 

result was to establish a style of housing across East Horsley which is still seen as typifying the character of the village today. 

 

In Section 2 we show a selection of current photographs illustrating Chown’s houses in a dozen roads across East Horsley.  

 

Section 3 relates the ‘Frank Chown story’, describing in detail his ‘arts & crafts’ approach in East Horsley. This account was 

first written in 2014 for a private publication by the Woodland Drive road association. To our knowledge this is still the most 

comprehensive account of Chown’s work in East Horsley and we make no apologies for reproducing it in full here. 

 

This is followed in Section 4 by further material taken from the same book written by Perry Barnes, a well-known local 

architect, who gives his profesional assessment of Chown’s work and compares him favourably with more nationally 

recognised architects.  

 

Finally, Section 5 concludes with details of Horsley Heritage’s self-guided heritage walk focused on the Chown houses of 

East Horsley.                           
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2.   PHOTOGRAPHS OF CHOWN HOUSES – a present day selection  
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                                                    3.  THE FRANK CHOWN STORY 
                  - reproduced from the Woodland Drive Jubilee Book of 2014                       
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       4. AN ARCHITECT’S APPRAISAL by Perry Barnes                                            
                                                                - reproduced from the Woodland Drive Jubilee Book of 2014 
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5. THE CHOWN HOUSES WALK 

    
Horsley Heritage has developed The Chown Houses Walk, a 

comfortable heritage trail offering views of Frank Chown’s work 

across six different roads in East Horsley – Glendene Avenue, 

Woodland Drive, Pine Walk, Farm Lane, Lynx Hill and 

Pennymead Drive.  

 

This circular walk begins and ends in Station Parade and is 2.2 

miles in length. An illustration of the route is shown on the right 

here.  

 

A full description of this heritage walk may be downloaded from 

the Horsley Heritage website at www.horsleyheritage.info by 

opening the section entitled ‘Heritage Walks’ and clicking on the 

‘Chown Houses Walk’ document. 
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